said he wondered whether splenectomy could really prolong life in cases of Gaucher's disease. It probably diminished blood destruction (if "hypersplenism " was associated with the Gaucher's splenomegaly) and prevented the patient from being mechanically burdened by the enormous spleen of the later stages of the disease, but it was just possible that removal of the spleen favoured the extension of the Gaucher (kerasin) deposits elsewhere (bone-marrow, lungs, &c.) and caused earlier death. Recently he had seen a woman, aged 23, who was known to have had Gaucher's disease from childhood and still enjoyed fair subjective health in spite of enormous splenomegaly which distended her abdotnen. An early splenectomy might have saved her from that, but (even if " successful" as an operation) might have shortened her life.
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Infective Arthritis associated with Chronic Pulmonary Tuberculosis.
-ERNEST FLETCHER, ALB. J. C., aged 63, labourer, has complained of pains in the joints-particularly the knees, shoulders, elbows, and fingers--for about six months. These pains began acutely and he was in bed for a month, the diagnosis being rheumatic fever. He was also dyspnoeic on exertion and suffered from bronchitis a year ago.
There is a family history of rheumatism. Condition on examination.-A spare man with slight sweating. Chest: Impaired percussion note at both apices-at right more than at left; some variable rales and crepitations over the whole of both lungs. Heart normal. Blood-pressure 112/90.
Locomotor system: Skin of hands thin and atrophic; proximal interphalangeal joints swollen. Crepitus on movement in both shoulders; movement in right shoulder limited about 20%.
X-ray examination: The chest skiagram shows a fibroid type of phthisis in both upper lobes and some in the right middle lobe also. The trachea is pulled to the right and there are variations in the shadows which suggest the possibility of small cavities. The hands show decalcification; some of the joint surfaces in the carpus are not clear, and there is a little secondary osteo-arthritis. The spine shows marked osteo-arthritis, with lipping in all the lumbar vertebrae. A. R., aged 28, labourer. Fourteen years ago swelling of the left knee persisted for four months. There was no history of injury. The patient attended Poplar Hospital and the knee became perfectly well. Two years ago there was slight recurrence, which subsided in three weeks. There was a further recurrence on April 1 this year. There is no pain, but the knee aches in cold weather.
Past history.-Has never been abroad. No history of venereal disease. Condition on examination.
-The man appears to be healthy but there is a very slight trace of albumin in the urine. Blood-pressure 128/62. The left knee is very much swollen but not hot; there is a good deal of fluid and the quadriceps bursa is tense and, in addition, there is synovial thickening. The knee has almost a full range of movement.
X-ray examination is indecisive; no evidence of tuberculosis. Pamela W., aged 5 years; only child. Mother normal; father has abnormally large head and spoon-shaped nails. Paternal grandfather of patient also has spoonshaped nails. Parents unrelated. The child was born at term after a long labour, by low forceps delivery, on account of the. large size of the head which was noted at birth. Birth weight 11J lb. At this time, there was a sixth toe on the right foot (removed shortly after birth) and such extreme hyperextensibility at the knee-joints that the dorsum of either foot could almost be made to touch the ventral surface of the thigh; on this account the knees were examined by X-rays when the infant was aged 3 days. She was artificially fed on Nestle's milk, with addition of orange juice but no cod-liver oil. Walked at 21 months; talked at 1 year. First tooth at 11 months, subsequent teeth erupting normally and all decaying extremely rapidly. She has had recurrent bronchitis during the winter, but is otherwise free from cough. Voracious appetite; taking mixed diet for age.
At age of 18 months a small amount of blood was passed in the stools and shortly afterwards a pea-sized piece of fleshy tissue was passed. Since then small amounts of blood have frequently been passed in the fsces, associated with pain on defaecation. In March 1938 the patient was examined by a private doctor who found a polyp near the anal orifice. The polyp was ligated, and sloughed; a second was treated similarly. Since then there has been repeated rectal prolapse, and occasional nocturnal incontinence of faeces and urine. The bowels have been regular, and apart from the presence of blood, the stools have been normal in consistency.
On examination.-A very pale, intelligent child, with hydrocephalic appearance of skull, lordosis and protuberant abdomen ( fig. 1 ). When getting up from the supine position, she rolls on her side, gets on to her hands and knees, straightens her knees, and " climbs up " her legs with her hands. The muscles are generally hypotonic, and there is some hyperextension of all joints, particularly of the knees.
Weakness is most marked in the muscles of the pelvic and shoulder girdles. Knee Abdomen: Protuberant, with umbilical hernia. Liver enlarged three fingerbreadths below costal margin. Spleen just palpable.
Right foot shows scar of operation for removal of sixth digit.
